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THE 

Kings Mateſties Speechas 
it was delivered by him inthe vpper 


houſe of the Parliament, to the Lords 
Spirituall and Temporal and tothe 
Knights , Citizens and Burgeſſes 


there alſembled, on Mundayrhe 
19, of March 1603, &c, 


oO T did no fooner pleaſe God 


Ll 
LI 


to lighten his hand,and relent 
p3I© | the violence of his deuouring, | | 
\ | Angel againſt the poore peo- 
| ple ofthis Citie, butas foone 
did I reſolue to call this Par- 
liament , and that for three 
chicfe and principall reaſons: 
The brit whereof is,(and which of it ſelfe,although 
there were no more, isnot onely a ſufficient, bur a 
moſt full and neceffarie ground and reaſon for con- 
uening of this Aſſemblie) This firſt reaſon I ſay is, 
That you who are heere preſently afſembled to re- 
eſent the Body of this whole kingdome;, & of all 
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The Kings Mateſttes ſpeech 
owne cares heare, and that I out of mine owne 
m6iith may deliuer vnto you the aflurance of my 
due thankfulnes for your {, toyfull and generall ap- 
plauſe to the declaring and receiuing of me in this 
ſeate ( which God by my Birthright and lineall 
deſcent had in the fulneſle of time prouided for ime) 
and that, immediatly after it pleaſed God to call 
your late Soueraigne of famous memorie, full of 
dayes, but fuller of immortall trophes of honour, 
our of this tranſitoriclife. Not that I amable to ex- 
preſſe by wordes , or vtter by eloquence the viue i- 
mage of mine inward thankfulneſle, but onely that 
out of mine owne mouth you may reſt aſſured to 
expe thar meaſure of thankefulveſſe art my hands, 
which is accordingto the infiniteneſle of your de- 
ſerts , and to my inclination and abilitic for requi- 
tall of the ſame, Shall I cuer? nay, can I cuer bee 
able, orratherſo vnablein memorie, as to forget 
your vnexpected readines and alacritic, your c- 
uer memorable reſolution, and your moſt won- 
derfull coniunRion and harmonie of your hearts 
in declaring and embracing me as your vndoubted 
and lawfull King and Gouernour? Orſhall it cuer 
be blotted out of my minde , how at my firſt entrie 
into this Kingdome, the people of all ſorts rid and 
ran, nay rather flew to meete mee? theireyes fla- 
ming nothing but ſparckles of affeQion, their 
mourthes and rongues vtrering nothing but ſounds 
of ioy, their hands, feete, and all thereſt of their 
members in their geſtures diſcouering a paſlio- 
nate longing, andearneſtneſle to meete _ em- 
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bracetheir new Soueraigne. Quid ergoretribuam? + 
Shall I allow in my ſelfe, that which 1 could never 
beare with in another? No I muſt plainelyand 
freely confeſle heere in all your audiences, that 
I did cuer naturally ſo farre miſlike a tongue to 
ſmoothe, and diligent in paying their creditors 
with lippe payment and verball thankes, as l euer 
ſuſpected that ſort of people meant not to pay their 
debtors in more ſubſtantiall ſort of coyne. And 
therefore for expreſiing of my thankfulneſſe, I muſt 
rclort vnto the other two reaſons of my conuening 
of this Parliament, by them in action to vtter my 
thankefulnefle : Both the ſayd reaſons hauing but 
one ground , which is the deedes, whereby all the 
daycs of my life, I am by Gods graceto expreſſe my 
ſayd thanktulneſſe towards you, but diuidedinthis, 
That in the firſt of theſe two, mine ations of 
thankes, are ſo inſeparably conioyned with my 
Perſon,as they are in a maner become indiuidually. 
annexed tothe ſame : In the other reaſon, mine 
actions are ſuch, as I may either doethem, orleaue 
them vndone, although by Gods grace I hope ne- 
uer to be wearie of the doing of them. 

As to the firſt: It is the bleſsings which God hath 
in my Perſon beſtowed ypon you all, wherin I pro» 
reſt, I doe moreglorie at the ſame for your weale, 
then for any particular reſpe& of mine ownerepu- 
tation,or aduantage therein, 

The firſt thenoot theſe bleſſings; which God hattx 
ioyntly with my Perſonſent vnto,you, is Outward 
Pcace:thatis, peace abroadwithall foreineneigh- 
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bours« : for I thanke God | may iuſtly ſay, thatne- 


uer ſince I was a King, I either receiued wrong of 


any other Chriſtian Prince or State, ordid wrong 
to any:I haue euer,[ praiſe God,yer kept Peace and 
Amitic with all, which hath beene fo farre ryed to 
my perſon, as at my comming here you are witnel- 
ſes I found the State embarqued in a great and te- 
dious warre, and onely by mine arriuall heere,and 
by the Peace in my Perſon, is now amitie "= 
whete warre was before, which is no ſmall blefimg 
to a Chriſtian Commonwealth : for by Peace a- 
broad with their Neighbours the Townes floriſh, 
the Merchants become rich , the Trade doeth en- 
creaſe, andthe people of all ſorts of the Land enio 

tree libertic to exerciſe themſclues in their ſeuerall 
vocations withour perill or diſturbance. Not that 
I chinke this outward Peace fo vnſeparably ryed to 
my Perſon, as [dare afſuredly promiſe to ny ſelfe 
and toyourhe certeine continuance thereof : but 
thusfarre I can very wel affure you,and in the word 
of a King promiſe vnto you, T har I ſhall neuer giue 
the firſt occaſion of the breach therot,neither ſhall 
I cuer be mooued for any particular or priuate paſ- 
ſion of minde to interrupt your publique Peace,cx- 


ceptIbe forced thercunto, either for reparation of 


thehonour of the Kingdome, or elſe by neceſſitic 
for the weale & preſeruation ofthe ſame : In which 
cafe, a ſecure and honourable warre muſt be preter- 
red.to an vnſccure and diſhonourable Peace: yer 
doe 1 hope by my experience of the by-paſt blef- 
{ings of Peace, which God hath ſolong cuerfince 
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my Birth beſtowed vpon mee, that hee will not be 
weary tocontinue the ſame, nor repenthim of his 
ou rowards mee, transferring that ſentence of 
ing Dawids vpon his by-paſt victories of wartreto 
mine of Peace, That, that God who preſerued me from 
the denonring tawes of the Beare and of the Lyon,and de- 
linered them into my hands, ſhall alſo now grant me wi- 
(tory oney that uncircumciſed Philiſtine. | 
But although Outward peace bea great bleſſing; 
yetisit as farre inferiour to peace within, as ciuwll 
warres are more cruell and vnnaturall then warres 
abroad. And therefore the ſecond great: bleſſing 
chat God hath with my Perſon ſent vnto you, is 
Peace within, andthatin a double forme. Firſt, by 
my deſcent lineally out of the loynes of Henry the 
ſeuenth,jis reunited and confirmed in me the Vnion 
of the two princely Roſes of the two Houſes of 
Lancasrzx and Yorks, whereof that King of 
happy memorie wasthe firſt Vniter, as hee was alſo 
the firſt ground-layer of the other Peace. The 1a- 
mentable and miſcrable cuents by the ciuill and 
bloody difſention betwixt theſe two Houſes wasſo 
greatand ſo late, as itneede notbe renewed vnto 
your memories: which,as it was firſt ſetled and vni- 
tedin him, fo is itnow reunited and confirmed in 
me, being iuſtly and lincally deſcended not onely 
of that happy coniundion,burt of both theBranches 
chereof many times before. But the Vnion of theſe 
two princely Houſes is nothing comparable to the 
Vnion oftwo ancient and famous Kingdoms,which 


isthe other inward Peace annexed:o my Perſon. 
B And 


The Kings Maiefttes ſpeech 
And hereI muſt craue your patiences fora little 
ſpace, to giue mee leaue to diſcourſe more particu- 
larly of the benefites that doe ariſe of rhat Vrion 
which is made in my blood, being a matter that 
moſt properly belongeth to metro ſpeake of, as the 
head wherein that great Body is vaited. Andfirſt, 
if we were to looke no higher then to naturall and 
phyſicall reaſons, wee may eaſily bee perſwaded of 
thegreat benefices that by that Vnion doe redound 
to the whole {land : for it rwentie thouſand men 
ea ſtrong Armie, is not the double thereof, fortic 
thouſand,a doub!e the ſtronger Armie ? If a Baron 
enricheth hiniſelte with double as many lands as 
hee had before, is hee not double the greater ? Na- 
ture teacheth vs, that Mountaines are made of 
Motes, and that at ihe hiſt, Kingdomes being diui: 
ded, and cucry particular Towne orliccle Countie, 
as Tyrants or Viurpers could obtaine the poſſeſſion, 
a Segr1oricapatt, many of theſe litrle Kingdomes 
are nuw in procelle of time, by the ordinance of 
God, ioyned into great Monarchies,whereby they 
are become powertull within themſelues to de- 
fcnithemſclues from all outward invaſions, and 
their head and goucrnour thereby enabled to re- 
deeme them from forreine aſſaults, and punith 
private rrarſgreſtions within. Doe wee not yer re- 
member, that this Kingdome was divided into 
ſeuenlit:le Kinedomes, beſides Wales? And is it 
not now the ſtronger by their vnion? And hath not 
the vn'on of Wales ro England added a greater 
ſtrength thereto? VWhich though it was a great 
Princt- 
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Principality, was nothing comparable in greatnes + 
and power tothe ancient and famous Kingdome of 
Scotland. But what ſhould wee ſticke vpon any 
naturall appearance, when it is manifeſt that God 
by his almighty prouidence hath preordained it fo 
tobe? Hath not God firſt vnired theſe two King- 
domes both in Language, Religion,and fimilitude 
of Manners? Yea, hath hee not made vs all in one 
Iland,compaſſed with one Sea,and of it ſelfe by na- 
ture ſo indiviſible, as almoſt thoſe that were bor- 
derers themſelues on the late Borders, cannor di- 
ſtinguiſh,norknow,or diſcerne their owne limits? 
Theſe two Countnes being ſeparated neither b 
Sea,nor greatRiuer, Mountaine,norother ſtrengeh 
of nature, but onely by little ſmall Brookes, or de- 
moliſhed little walles, ſoas rather they were diui- 
ded in apprehenſion, then in eftet, Andnow in 
the end and fulneſle of rime vnited, the right and 
ticle of both in my Perſon, alike lincally deſcended 
of both the Crownes, whereby it is now become 
like alitle VVorld within it ſelfe, being intrenched 
and fortified round about with anaturall , and yer 
admirable ſtrong pond or ditch , whereby all the 
former feares of this Nation are now quite cut off: 
The other partof the Iland being euer before now 
not onely the place of landing to all ſtrangers that 
was to make inuaſion here, but likewiſe moued by 
the enemies of this Stateby vntimely incurſions, 
tomake inforced diuerſion from their Conquelts, 
tor defending themſelues at home, and opng 
,W 


ſure their backe-doore as then it was calle ich 
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was the greateſt hinderance and let that euer my 
Predeceſlors of this Nation gat in diſturbing them 
from their many famous & glorious Conquelts a- 
broad. What God hath coioyned then, let no man 
ſeparate. Iam the Husband, and all the whole lile 
is my lawful Wifez I am the Head,and it is my Bo- 
dy; Lamthe Shepherd, anditis my Flocke: I hope 
therfore no man wil be ſo vnreaſonable as to thinke 
that I that ama Chriſtian King vnder the Goſpel, 
ſhould be a Polygamiſt &H —_ totwo Wines; 


that I being the Head, ſhould haue a dinided and 


monſtrous Body ;.or that being the Shepheard to 
ſo faire a Flocke (whoſe fold hath no wall to hedge 
it but thefoure Seas) ſhould haue my Flocke par- 
ted in two, But asI am aflured, that no honeſt Sub- 
ic of whatſoeuer degree within my whole Domi- 
nions, is Jeſſe glad of this joyfull Vaionthen I am; 
So may the frivolous obie&tion of any that would 
be hinderers of this worke, which God hathin m 

Perſon already eſtabliſhed, bee cafily anſwere 

which can be none, except ſuch as are cither blin- 
ded with Ignorance,or cls tranſported with Malice, 
being vnable toliue in a well gouerned Common- 
wealth, and onely delighting to fiſh in troubled 
waters. For it they would ſtand vpon their repu- 
ration and priuiledges of any of c 26 Kingdomes, 
I pray you was not both the Kingdomes Monar- 
chies from the beginning, and conſequently could 
euer the Bodie bee counted without the Head, 
which was euer vnſeparably ioyned thercunto ? 
So that as Honour and Priuiledges of any of the 
Kingdomes 
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Kingdomes could not be diuided from their Soue- 
raigne, So are they nowe confounded and ioy- 
ned in my Perſon, who am equall and alike kind- 
ly Head to you both. When this Kingdome of 
England was diuided into fo many little Kingdoms 
as Trold you before, one of them Lbs to cate 
vp another, till they were all vnited in one, And 
yet can //:/tſhire or Denonſhire , which were of the 
Veſt Saxons, although their Kingdome was of lon- 
geſt durance, and did by Conqueſt ouercome di- 
uers of the reſt of the little Kingdoms, make claime 
to Prioritic of Place or Honour before Suſ/ex,Eſſex, 
or other Shires which were conquered by them ? 
And haue weenot the like experience inthe King- 
dome of Fraxce, being compoſed of diuers Dut- 
chies, and one after another conquered by the 
fword? For cuen as little brookes lole their names 
by their running and fall intogreatRiuers, and the 
very name and memorie of the greatRiuers ſwal- 
lowed vp in the Ocean : ſoby the coniunRion of 
divers little Kingdomes in one, arealltheſe priuate 
differences and queſtions ſwallowed vp. And ſince 
the ſucceſſe was happie of the SexonsKingdomes 


being conquered by theſpeare of Belloypa; How Mars, 


much greater reaſon haue wee to expe ahappiec 
Muc of this greater Vnion, which is onely faſtened 
and bound ”p 


And as God 
this Iſle to enioy my Birth, and the firſt and moſt 


vnperfeCt halfe of mylife, and you heere to enioy 


theperfe andthe laſt halfe thereof; ſo can I nor 
B. 3 thinke 


by the wedding Ring of _17#rea ? Love and 
a made Scotland the one halfe of Peace, 


The Kings Maieſties ſpeech 
thinke that any would be ſo injurious ro me,no not 
in their thoughts and wiſhes, asto cut aſunder the 
one halte of me from the other. Bur in this marrer 
I haue farre enough inſiſted, reſting aflured that 
in your hearts and mindes you all applaud this my 
diſcourſe. 

Now although theſe bleflings before rehearſed 
of Inward and Outward peace, be great: yet ſecing 
that in all good things, a great part of their go0d- 
neſle and eftimation is loſt, itthey hauc not appa- 
rance of perpetuity or long continuance; fo hath 
itpleaſed Almighty God to accompany my perſon 
alſo with that fauour , having healthfull and hope- 
full Ilue of my bodie, whereof ſome are here pre- 
ſent, for continuance and propagation of that vn- 
doubred right which is in my Perſon; vader whom 
I doubt nor bur it will pleaſe God to proſper and 
continue for many yeeresthis Vnion, and all other 
bleflings of Inward and Outward peace which I 
haue brought with me. 

But neither peace Outward nor peace Inward, 
nor any other bleſſings that can follow thereupon, 
nor appearanceof the perpetuity thereof, by pro- 
pagationin the poſteritie, is but a weake pillar and 
a rorten reedetoleane vnto,if God doe norſtreng- 
then and by the ſtaffe of his bleſſing make them du- 
rable: for in vaine doth the Watchman watch the 
City,ifthe Lord be not theprincipall defence ther- 
of: in vaine doeth the Builder build the houſe, if 
God givenotthe ſuccefle: Andin vaine (as Paul 
faith ) docrh Pas/plantand eHpoll water , if God 
giue 
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giuenot the increaſe, For all worldly bleſlings are 
bur like ſwift paſling ſhadowes, fading flowers, or 
chaffe blowen before the wind, it by the profeſſion 
of truce Religion, and workes according thereunto, 
God bee not mooued to maintaine and ſettle the 
Thronesof Princes. Andalthoighthatfince mine 
entry into this kingdome, 1 haue both by meeting 
with diucrs of the Eccleltaſticall Eſtate, and like- 
wiſe by diuers Proclamations clearely declared my 
mind1n points of Religion, yet doe-I not thinke it 
amiſle in this ſo folemne an Audience, I ſhould 
now take occaſion to diſcouer ſomewhat of the [e- 
crets of my heartin that marter : For ſhall never 
(withGodsgrace)be aſhamed to make publike pro- 
feſon therof at all occalions, leaſt God ſhould be 
aſhamed to profeſle & allow me before men and 
Angels, cſpecially leaſt rhat at tais time men might 
preſume further vpon the misknowledge of my 
meaning totrouble thjs Patliament of ours then 
were conuenient. Army firſt comming, although 
I found but one Religion, and that which by my 
ſelfe is profeſſed, publiquely allowed, and by the 
Law maintained : Yet found I another fort of Re- 
ligion, beſtdes a priuate SeRe,lurking within the 


| bowels of this Nation. Thefirſt is the true Religi- 


on,which by meisprofeſſed and bythe Law is eſta-, 
bliſhed: The ſecond is the falfly called Catholikes, 
but truely Papiſtes. The third, which I.call a. Scte 
rather then Religion, is the Puritanes & Noueliſts, 
who doe not { 4 4 differ from vs in points of. Re- 
ligion, as 1n. their confuled forme:of Police, and 
Parity, 
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Parity , being euer diſcontented with the preſent 
Gouernement,and impatient to ſuffer any ſuperio- 
ritic, which maketh their SeC& vnable to be ſuffered 
inany well gouerned Common wealth. But as for 
my courſe toward them, I remit it to my Procla- 
mations made vpon that Subie, And now for the 
Papiſts, I muſt put a difference betwixt mine owne 
priuate profeſſion of mine owne faluation , and m 

politique Gouernmentof the Realme for the wea 

andquictneſſethereof. As for mine owne profeſſi- 
on, you haue me your Head now amongſt you of 
the ſame Religion that the Body is of . AsIamno 
ſtranger royouin blood , no moreamIT aſtranger 
to you in Faith, or in the matters concerning the 
houſe of God. And although this my profeſſion be 
according to mine education, wherein (Ithanke 
God) Iſucked the milke of Gods trueth , with the 
mike of my Nurſe : yet doe I here proteſt vnto 
you,that I would neuer for ſuch a conceite of con- 
ſtancy orother preiudicate opinion, haue ſo firme- 
ly keptmy firſt profefſion , it I had not found it a- 
orecable to all reafon,and to the rule of my Conſci- 
ence. But I was neuer violentnor var lein 
- my profeſſion:I acknowledgetheRomane Church 
to be our Mother Church , although defiled with 
ſome infirmities and corruptions. , as the lewes 
were whenthey crucified Chriſt. And as I am none 
enemieto the life of a ficke man, becauſe I would 
have his bodie purged of ill humours; no more am 
I encmie to their Church, becauſe I would have 
them reforme their errors,not wiſhing the downe- 
throwing 
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throwing of the Temple, butrhatir might be pur- 
ged andcleanſed from corruption : otheriwiſe how 
can they with vs to enter , if their houſe be not firſt 
made cleane? Buras I would be loather to d'{peaſe 
inthe leait pointof mine owne Conſcience for any 
worldly reſpect, then the fooliſheſt Preciſian of 
them all; ſo would | be as fory to ſtraight the poli- 
tique Gouernement of the bodies and mindes of all 
my SubieCtes to my priuate opinions : Nay, my 
minde was cuer ſo free from perſecution , or thral- 
ling of my Subie&ts in matters of Conſcience , as I 
hope that thoſe of that profeſſion within this King» 
dome haue a proofe ſince my commmg,that I was 
ſo farre from encreaſing their burdens with Reho- 
boam, as | haue ſo much as either time, occaſion,or 
law could permit, lightened them. And euen now 
at this time haue I bene carcfull co reuiſe and con- 
{ider deepely vpon the Lawes made again them, 
that ſome ouerture may be, proponed tg. the pre- 
ſent Parliament for clearing theſe Lawes by reaſon 
(which is the ſoule of the Law) in cafe theyhaue 
bene in times paſt further, or more rigorouſly ex- 
tended by Iudges, then the meaning of the Lawe 
was, or mighttend to the hurt aſwell of the inno- 
centas of guiltie perſons. Andasto theperſons.of 
my Subie&s whichare of thatprofeſſion,I mult di- 
uide them intotwo rankes,Clerickes and Layickes; 
for the part of the Layicks,certainly I euer thought 
them farre more excuſable then the other ſort , be- 
cauſc that ſort of Religion containeth ſuch an igno- 

ho rant, 


The Kings Maieities ſpeech 


rant, doubttfull, and implicit kinde of faith in the 
Layickes grounded vpon their Church, as except 
they doe generally bzlecue whartſoeuer their Tea- 
chers plealc to athime, chey cannot bee thought 
guilry of theſe particular points of hereſtes and cor- 
ru”tions, which their Teachers do ſo wiltully pro- 
feſle. And againe[ muſt ſubdiuide the ſame Lay- 
ickes into two rankes, that is,cither quiet and well 
minded men, peaceab'e Subiecs, who either be- 
ing old, haueretaynedtheir firſt drunken in liquor 
vpon acertaine ſhametaſtnefle to be thought curi- 
ous or changeable : Or being young men, through 
euill education haveneuer benenurſed or brought 
vp,but vpon ſuch venim in place of wholcſome nu- 
triment, Andthat fort of people I would be forry 
to puniſh their bod:es forthe errour of their minds, 
the reformation whereof muſt onely come of God 
and the true Spirit, But the otherranke of Layicks, 
who citherthrough Curiofite, aftectation of No- 
ueltie, ordiſcontentment in their priuat humours, 
haue changed their coates,onely to bce tatious 
ſtirrers of Sedition,and Perturbersof the common 
wealth, their backwardneſle in their Religion gi- 
ueth a ground to methe Magiſtrate, to take the ber- 
ter heede to their proceeding, andto, correct their 
obſtinacic. Buttor the part of the Clerickes,l mult 
diret'yſay and afhirme, that as longasthey main- 
taine one ſpeciall point of their doctrine, and ance 
ther pointof their praQtiſe, they areno way ſuftera- 


ble to remainein this Kingdome. Their point of 
doctrine 
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doctrine is that arrogant and ambitious Suprema- 
cie of their Head the Pope, whereby he not onely 
claimes to be Spirituall head of all Chriſtians, but 
alſo to haue an Imperiall ciuill power ouer all Kings 
and Emperors, dethroning & decrowning Princes 
with his foot as pleaſeth him, and diſpenſing & dif: 
poſing ofall Kingdomes & Empires at his appetite. 
The other point which they obſerue incontinuall 
praQtiſe, is the afſaſſinates and murthers of Kings, 
thinking itno (inne, but rather a matter of ſaluati- 
on , to doe all aCtions of rebellion and hoſtilitie a- 
ainlt their naturall Soueraigne Lord, it he be once 
curſed,his fubies diſcharged of their fidelitie, and 
his Kingdom giuen a praye by that three crowned 
Monarch, or rather Monſter their Head. And in 
this point, Ihaue no occaſion to ſpeake further 
here, ſauing that I could wiſh from my heart, that 
it would pleaſe God to make me one of the mem- 
bers of ſuch a generall Chriſtian vnion in Religion, 
as laying wiltulneſſe aſide on both hands,we might 
meete inthe middeſt, which is the Center and per- 
feion of all things, For if they would leaue,and 
be aſhamed of ſuch new and grofle Corruptions of 
theirs,as themſelues cannot maintaine, nor denie 
to be worthy of reformation, I would formine own 
part be content to meere them inthe mid-way, ſo 
that all novelties might bee renounced on either 


ſide.For as my faith is che True, Ancient, Catholike 


and Apoſtolike faith, grounded vpon the Scrip- 


tures andexpreſſe word of God: fo wil Leuer yeeld 
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allreuerence to antiquitie in the points of Eccleſ1- 
aſticall pollicy; and by that meanes ſhall Lever with 
Gods grace keepe my ſelfe from either being an 
herericke in Faith,or {chiſmatick in matters of Pol- 
licie. Bur of one thing would I haue the Papiſts of 
this Land tobce admoniſhed, That they preſume 
not ſo much vpon my Lenitie ( becauſe I would 
bee loth to be thoughra Perſecuter) as thereupon 
to thinke it lawfull tor them dayly to encrealetheir 
number and ſtrengthin this Kingdome, whereby 
ifknot in my time, atleaſt inthe time of my poſteri- 
tic, they might be in hope to cre& theirReligion a- 
gain?.. No,letthem aſſure themſelues,thatas I am 
a friend totheir perſons if they be good lubieCts : (0 
am I a vowed enemie, and doe denounce mortall 
warretotheir errors: And thatas I would be ſory 
to bedriuen by their il! behauiour from the prote- 
ion and conſeruation of their bodies and liues; So 
willI neuer ceaſe asfarre as I can, totread downe 
theirerrors and wrong opinions. For I could not 
permit the encreaſe and growing of their Reli- 
gion, without firſt betraying of my ſelfe, and mine 
owne conſcience: Seconely,this whole l{le,afywel 
the part Il am come from, asthe part remaine in, 
in betraying their Liberties, and reducing them co 
the former ſlauiſh yoke, which both had calten off, 
before I came amongſt them: And thirdly, the li- 
bertie of the Crowne in my poſteritie, which I 
ſhouldleaue againe vnder a new flauery, hauing 
found it left free ro mee by my Predececſlors. Z cas, 

: Cree 
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therefore wou'd I wiſh all good Subiedts that are 
deceived with thatcorruprtion , firſt if they findany 
beginning of inſtinCtion in rhemſelues of know- 
ledge and loue tothe Trueth, to foſter the ſame by 
all lawfull meanes, and to beware of quenching the 
ſpiric that worketh within them; And if they can 
fnde as yer no motion tending that way, to be ſtu- 
dious to reade and conferre with learned men, and 
to vie all ſuch meanes as may further their Reſolu- 
tion, aſſuring themſclues , thatas long as they are 
diſconformable in Religion from vs, they cannor, 
be but halfe my SubieRts, bee able to doe bur halte 
ſeruice, and I to wantthe beſt halfe of them, which 


is their ſoules, And here haueI occafion to ſpeake + 


to you my Lords the Biſhops.For as you,my Lord 
of Durham,faid very learnedly to day in your Ser- 
mon, Correction without inſtruRion, is but a Ty- 
rannie: So ought you, andall the Clergie vnder 
you.to be more carctull,vigilant,and diligent then 
you haue bene,to winne. Soules to God, aſwell by 
your m—_— life, as dotrine. And finceyou 
ſee how carcfull they are, ſparing neither labour, 
paines,nor extreme peril of their perſons to diuert, 
(the Deuill is ſo bulie a Biſhop) yee ſhould be the 
more carefull and wakefull in your charges, Fol- 
low therule preſcribed you by S.Panl, Bee careful 
to exhort and to inſtrudt in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon : 
and where you haue bene any way ſluggiſh before, 
now waken your ſelues vp againe with a new dili- 


gence in this point, remirting the ſucceſſe ro God, 
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who calling them either at the ſecond,third, tenth 
or twelfth houre,as they are alike welcome to him, 
ſo ſhall they be ro me his Lieurenanthere, 

Thethirdrea- The third reaſon of my conucning of you at this 

rey oo time, which conteinerh ſuch ations of my thanke- 

ED " fulneſſe toward you, as I may either doe, orleaue 
vndone, yet ſhall with Gods grace euer preſſe ro 
perfourme all the dayes of my life, It conſiſts in 
theſe two points: In making of Lawes at certaine 
times, which is onely at ſuch times as this in Parlia- 
ment; or in the carefull execution thereof at all o- 
thertimes. As for the making ofthem, I will thus 

5 farre faithfullypromiſe vnto you, Thar I will euer 
k. preferre the weale of the Body and of the whole 
Commonwealth, in making of good Lawes and 
Conſtitutions, to any particular or priuate ends of 
mine, thinking cuer the wealth and weale of the 
Commonwealth to be my greateſt weale & world- 
ly felicitie: A point wherein a lawfull King doeth 
direQly differ Com a Tyrant, Butat this timeI am 
onely thus farre to forewarne you in that point, 

That you beware to ſeeke the making of roo man 
Lawes, for two eſpeciall reaſons : Firſt, becauſe 
In corruptiſima Republica plurime leges; and the exc- 
cution of good Lawes is farre more profitable ina 
Commonwealth , then to burden mens memories 
with the making of too many of them. Andnexr, 
becauſethe making of too many Lawes in one Par- 
liament will bring in confuſton,for lacke of leiſure 


wiſely to deliberate before you conclude. For the 
Biſhop 
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Biſhop ſaid wel to day, Thatto Deliberation would 
a largetime bee giuen, but to Execution a greater 
promptneſle was required, As forthe execution of 


good Lawes, ithath beene very wiſely and honou- {av £5 


rably foreſeene and ordered by my predeceſſours 
in this Kingdome, in planting iuch a number of 
Iudges and all ſorts of Magiſtrates in conuenient 
places for the execution of the ſame: And therfore 
muſt I now turne mee to you that are Judges and 
Magiſtrates vnder me, as mine Eyes and Eares in 
this caſe, I can ſay none otherwiſe to you,then as 
Ezek1as the good Kingof Iudeſayd to their Iudges, 
Remember that the Thrones you [it on are Gods, and yet- 
ther yours nor mine. Andthat as you muſt be anſwe- 
rable to me, ſomuſt both you and I be anſwerable 
to God for the due execution of our Offices, That 
place is no place for youto vtter your afteRions in, 
you muſt not therc hate your foe nor loue your 
friend, feare the offence of the greater party,orpiry 
the miſery of the meaner; ye muſt be blind and nor 
ſee diſtinctions of perſons, handlefle, not to receiue 
bribes 3 but keepe that iuſt temper and mid-courſe 
in all your proceedings, that like aiuſt ballance yee 
may neither {way tothe right nor lefthand, Three 
principalqualities are required in you;Knowledge, 
Courage, & Sincerity: that you may diſcerne with 
knowledge,execute with courage, and doe both in 
vpright finceritie. And as for my part, I doe vowe 
and proteſt here inthe preſence of God,andot this 
honourable Audience, I neuer ſhall be wearie,nor 
omit 
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omitno occaſion,wherein I may ſhewe my careful- 
neſſe of the execution of good Lawes. And as [ 
wiſh you that are ludges not to bee wearie in your 
office in doing of it; ſo ſhall I neuer be wearie, with 
Gods grace, to take account of you, which is pro. 
perly wy calling. : 
And thus hauing tolde you the three cauſes of 
my conuening of this Paritament, all three ten- 
ding onely to vtter my thankfulneſſe, but in divers 
formes, the firſt by word, the other two by aCtionz 
I doe confeſle that when I hauc done and perfor- 
med all that in this Speech haue promiſed, !nutlis 
ſerurs ſum , Inutile , becauſe the meaning of the 
word Inutils in that place of Scripture is vnder- 
ſtoode, that in doing all thatſeruice which wee can 
to God, itis bur our due, andwee doenothing to 
God but that which wee are bound to doe: Andin 
like maner, when I haue done all thatIcan for you, 
I doc nothing but that which I am bound to doe, 
and am accomptable to God vpon the contrarie. 
For I doe acknowledge, that the ſpeciall and grea- 
teſt point of difference that. is betwixt a rightfull 
Kingand an vſurping Tyrant is in this:Thatwher- 
as the proude and ambitious Tyrant doeth thinke 
his Kingdome and people are onely ordeined for 
ſatisfaRion of his defires and vnreaſonableappe- 
tites; The righteous andiuſt King doth by the con- 
trarie acknowledge himſelte to be ordeined for the 
procuring of the wealth and proſperitie of his peo- 
ple, and that his greateſt and principall — fe- 
Cltic 
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licitie muſt confiſt incheir proſperitie, If you bee 
rich I cannot be poore, if you bee happie1cannor 
but bee fortunate, and I proteſt thatyour welfare 
' ſhall ever bee mygreateſt care and contentment: 
AndthatI ama Seruant it is moſt true, that as | am 
Head and Gouernour of all the people in my Do- 
minion who are my naturall vaſſals and Subieas, 
conſidering them in numbers and diſtin Rankes; 
So if wee will take the whole People as one bodice 
and Maſle, then asthe Head is ordeined for the bo- 
die and not the Body for the Head; ſo mult a righ- 
teous King know himſelfe to bee ordeined for his 
people,andnot his people for him. For although a 
King and people be Relata: yercan hee beno King 
if he want people and SubieRs Burt there be many 
people in the world that lacke a Head, wherefore [ 
will neuer be aſhamed to confeſle it my principall 
Honour to be the great Seruant of the Common- 
wealth, and euerthinke the proſperitic thereof to 
be my greateſt felicity, as I haue already ſaid. 
Butas it was the whole Body of this Kingdome, 
with an vniforme aſſentand harmonie, as I tolde 
out in the beginning of my Speech, which did ſo 
arre ob'ige mecein good will and thanktulneſle of 
requitall by their alacritie and readinefle in decla- 
ing and recciuing mee tothatplace which God 
had provided for mee, and not any particular per- 
ſons : (for then it had nor bene the body) So is my 
thankfulnes dueto the whole State. For euenas in 
matter of faults, 2uod2 I impun? pec- 
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catur : Euen ſo inthe matter of vertuous and good - 
deedes,what is done by the willing conſent and 
hatmonic of the whole body, no particular perſon 
can iuſtly claime thankes as proper to him for the 
ſame.And therefore I muſt here make a lirtle Apo- 
logie for my ſelfe, in that I could not fat'shie the 
particular humours of eueryperſon,that looked for 
{ome aduancement or reward at my hand ſince my 
entric intothis Kingdome . Three kinde ob things 
werecraued of me: Aduancementto honour, Per- 
fermentto place of Credit about my Perſon, and 
Reward in matters of land orprofit. If I had beſtow- 
ed Honour vpon all, no man could haue beene ad- 
uancedto Honour: forthe degrees of Honour doe 
conliſt in preferring ſome aboue their fellowes. If 
euecry man had the like acceſſe to my Priuy or Bed- 
chamber , then no man could haue.it, becauſcic 
cannot containe all. And ifIhad beſtowed lands 
and rewardes vpon euery man , the fountaine.of 
my liberalitie would be fo exhauſted and dried, as 
I would lacke meanes to bee liberall to any man. 
And yer was I not fo ſparing, but I may without 
vaunting affirmethat I have enlarged my fauourin 
all the three degrees, towards as many and more 
then cuer King of England did. in ſo ſhort a ſpace: 
No, [ rather craue your pardon that I: haue beene 
fo bountifull : for if the meanes of the Crowne bee 
waſted, I bchoued then to hayerecourſero you my 
ſubie&s, and bce burdenſome to you, which [ 
wouldbelocheſttobe of any King aliue. For as itis 

rue, 
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true, thatas I haue already ſaid, it was awhole Bo- 
die which diddeſerue ſo well at my hand, andnot 
every particular perſon ofthe people: yerwere 
there ſome who by reaſon: of their Office, credit 
with the people or otherwiſe, tooke occaſion both 
before,and at the time ofmy comming amongſt 


you,to giue proofe of chceirloucand aftetionto- 
wards me, Notthatlamany wayin doubt, thatif 
otherof my SubicQts had becne intheir places,and 
had had the I\ke occafion,, but they would haue vr- 
rered che like good eftets,(1o generalland ſo great 
were the loue and -afteCtion of you all towardes 
me:) But yet this hauing beene performed by ſome 
ſpeciall perſons, I could not without ynthankful- 
neſſe but requite themaccordingly, And therefore 
had I iuſt occaſion to aduance ſome in Honour, 
"ſome to places of ſeruice about mee; and by rewar- 
ding to. enable ſorne who had delerued well of me, 
and were not otherwiſe: able to. maintaine the 
rankes I thought them capable of, and others who 
alchough they had not particplaly. deſerued be. 
fore, yet I found them capable and worthy ofplace 
of preterment and credit, and notable. toſuſtaine 
thoſe places for whichI thought them fir, without 
my helpe. Two eſpeciall cauſes moyed meto be fo 
open handed: whercoftheone was reaſonable and 
honourable z bur the other Lwill not bee aſhamed 
rocontefle vnroyouproceeded of mine owne infir- 
mitie. That which- was iut-and honourable, was: 
That being-ſo farre beholding to the body.ofthe 
#14) D 2 whole 
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whole State, I thought I could nor refuſe toler 
runne ſome ſmall brookes out of the fountaine of 
my thanketulneſſe ro the whole, for refreſhing of 
particular perſons that were members of that mul- 
titude . The other which proceeded out of mine 
owne infirmirie, was the multicrude and importuni- 
tieot Sutors. Bur although reaſon come by intuſi- 
onin a maner, yet experience groweth with time 
and labour: And therefore doe I notdoubt, but 
experience in time comming will both teachthe 
particular SubieRAs of this Kingdome, not to be ſo 
importune and vndiſcreete in crauing: And mec 
not tobe ſo cafily and lightly mooued,in grauntin 
that which may bec harmetull co my Eſtate , = 
conſequently to the whole Kingdome, 

And thus hauing at length declared vnto you 
my minde in all the points, for the which I called 
this Parliament: My concluſion ſhal onely now be 
ro excule my ſelfte,in caſe you haue not found ſuch 
Eloquence in my Speech, as peraduenture you 
might haue looked for at my hands.I might,if I liſt, 
alledge che great weight of my Afﬀeaires and my 
continuall buſineſſe and diſtraQtion , that I coulde 
never haue leaſure to thinke vpon what I was to 
== , before came rothe place where I wasto 
peake: AndI might alſo ated echoes firſt fight 
ofthis ſo famous and Honourable an Aſſembly, 
mightlikewiſe breede ſome impediment. Bur lea- 
uing theſe excuſes, I will plainely and freelyin 
maner tell youthe true cauſe of it, which is: Thatic 
becom- 
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becommeth a King, in 
Eloquencethen plainn 


of 


nefle I meane, that his Speeches ſhould bee fo 


and fincerity.Byplaine- 


cleereand voyde of all ambiguitic, thatthey may 
not be throwne, nor renta ſunder in contrarie ſen- 
ecs like the olde Oracles of the Pagan gods . And 
by ſinceritie, I vnderſtand that vprightneſſe and 
honeſtie which ought to bee ina Kings whole ſpee- 
ches and ations : Thatas farreasaKing isin Ho- 
nor erected aboue any ot his Subie&s, ſofar ſhould 
he ſtriue in ſinceritie ro be abouethem all, andthazy 
his rongue ſhould be cuer the true Meſſenger 
of his heart : and this ſort of Eloquence 

may youcueraſluredly looke for 

at my hands, 


opinion,tovſe no other 


